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It is difficult to predict what cities and in particular, capital cities will look like in 2055. However, 

South Africa, Tshwane in particular is poised to take its place among the world’s successful, 

modern and sustainable cities. It is critical to deliberately use South Africa’s local government 

policy and legislative framework to influence a sustainable urban transition and to support the 

City’s social, economic and environmental development aspirations. 

Further, it is also important for Tshwane together with various sectors of society to work together 

towards the achievement of the Tshwane Vision 2055 which will also contribute towards the 

NDP 2030 aspirations. Therefore, when trying to imagine 2055, it is necessary to step back 20 

years to consider how much things have changed not only  in the City of Tshwane, but in South 

Africa and globally.
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Key messages:
 

•  The core objective of the remaking of South Africa’s capital city is basically about how the City forges a new identity.  

 The legitimacy of that identity is dependent on how the  City’s leadership and residents reconcile various historical  

 experiences with a collective vision of the City’s reform agenda.   

 

• It is not unimaginable that the City of Tshwane will be the only capital in South Africa by 2055. The journey to realise  

 this objective requires mobilisation of other spheres of government, residents, civil society, and private sector in order  

 to concretise the process that will lead to a shared understanding of South Africa’s capital city.  

 

• Tshwane Vision 2055 which arises from the Freedom Charter principles is a call to all residents and South African  

 citizens to contribute in the creation of a capital city that will be non-racial, a non-sexist, prosperous, and cohesive  

 society. 

 

•  Tshwane Vision 2055 provides all stakeholders with a platform to imagine, transform, remake, and build a cohesive  

 and adaptable society and to intervene decisively in breaking the cycle of generational poverty, inequality and  

 underdevelopment. 

 

• Tshwane Vision 2055 Outcomes supported by the four decades of game changing  actions that have been   

 developed will enable the City to address the challenges of poverty, inequality, unemployment and social exclusion to  

 create a better life for the residents of the City. 

 

• The six Outcomes are the results of the change that will directly impact the people living in the City by 2055 based  

 on the priorities and strategic actions. This change will either be in terms of learning (knowledge, skills, attitude, and  

 awareness), action (behaviour, practice, decision-making, policy, social action) or conditions (social, economic, civic,  

 and environmental). 

 

• Tshwane Vision 2055 is about making conscious development decisions that meet the basic needs of the present  

 generation, especially the poor, as well as for the future generation to meet their own needs. 

 

• The City of Tshwane as the capital city has a responsibility to provide efficient and effective leadership to all South  

 Africans in managing tensions and constraints that may arise while ensuring that set developmental priorities are met  

 to achieve its vision.  

 

• Tshwane Vision 2055 positions the City as a place where all residents’ ability to access, occupy, use  urban spaces  

 and produce goods, and trade with others will in turn make it possible to cultivate societal values that promote social  

 cohesion, inclusion and participation in decision making.
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Box 3.1 Spatial transformation principles

“Spatial justice is about reversing the historic policy of conÞning particular groups to limited space, as in ghettoisation 
and segregation, and the unfair allocation of public resources between areas, to ensure that the needs of the poor are 
addressed Þrst rather than last.

Spatial sustainability is about promoting living environments whose patterns of consumption and production do not 
damage the natural environment.

Spatial resilience is about building the capacity to withstand vulnerability to environmental degradation, resource 
scarcity and climatic shocks.

Spatial quality is about improving the aesthetic and functional features of housing and the built environment to create 
liveable, vibrant and valued places that allow for access and inclusion of people with disabilities.

Spatial efficiency is about supporting productive activity and jobs and reducing burdens on business. EfÞcient 
commuting patterns and circulation of goods and services should be encouraged and ensure that regulatory procedures 
do not impose unnecessary costs on development.Ó

Source: National Development Plan- Vision 2030: Our future – make it work, p. 277
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Embracing a new age of 
Pan-Africanism

Leading the development 
of a collaborative 

Gauteng City Region

Creating a better life for 
the people of Tshwane

Consolidating our 
intellectual and 

innovation capacity

City of Tshwane
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Midrand

Pretoria

Vereeniging

Johannesburg

¹

10m provincial urban land cover ( © GeoTerraImage (GTI) -2009)

2009 GTI Urban Land Cover
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Paradiplomacy can broadly be understood as 
diplomacy activities conducted by other entities such 
as provincial governments or local governments as 
other than the state with a view of promoting their 
own interests.
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“The people of Tshwane should 
undertsand and respect people 

with disabilities.”

“The City must employ 
local community 

members for 
maintaining and 
clearing parks”

“I do wish there’d be more 
debate about a green city, 
and the place of the arts. 
Cities of the future have 
to build these elements 
in; it can’t all be about 

governance and transport. 
Cities need a heart, too.”

“Urban design would 
transform the value of the 
City and encourage people 
to love walking it…this will 
reduce carbon emissions”

“The Hennops river 
needs a huge clean up. 

Hiking adds to a 
balanced life. But not a pleasure 

walking there with all the
 rubbish around...”

 

“We can construct a fast subway 
train that passes through the 

CBD connecting to the important 
nodes.”

 

“How is the City positioning itself 
particularly when it comes to 

global competitiveness?”
 

“Together with this we could 
create a pedestrian oriented 

city…by making more attractive 
walkways and good building 

interfaces... redesigning buildings 
to interact with people on the 

street.”
 

“I think library facilities that 
offer a vibrant environment 
for people to read and learn 
especially young people is 

crucial, perhaps positioning 
libraries in busy areas such 
as multi-purpose centres 

would be a great example.””
 

“The municipality must 
create dedicated Taxi stops 

to reduce bad driving in 
order to improve road safety 

on the township streets.” 

“I wish the City could have 
flexible routes to drive 

around the CBD, create 
a well-managed area for 

vendors, it’s difficult to walk 
around”

“A dilemma - the longer the 
provision of housing takes, 

the more people will be 
forced to live in settlements, 
but they also need a certain 
standard of living so if basic 

services and so on are 
provided, the chances are 

that the settlements 
will remain.”
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© City of Tshwane/ André Wright, Boogertman + Partners Architects

© City of Tshwane

© City of Tshwane
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© City of Tshwane
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Characteristics New urbanism principles Cradle-to-cradle principles

Walkability and connectivity Pedestrian friendly street design and 
high quality pedestrian network and 
public realm

Citizens should live within a 15- to 30-
minute walk to green spaces

Walkability and connectivity Pedestrian friendly street design and 
high quality pedestrian network and 
public realm

Walking anywhere in the city should be 
easy and safe

Traditional neighbourhood structure Quality public realm; public open 
space designed as civic art

Attractive spaces between buildings 
invite citizens to interact

Traditional neighbourhood structure

Mixed housing has a range of types, 
sizes and prices in closer proximity

Attractive spaces between buildings 
invite citizens to interact

Quality architecture and urban design Beauty, aesthetics, human comfort, 
and creating a sense of place

Improved energy efÞciency and 
effectiveness in existing and new 
buildings

Smart transportation Network of high-quality  various 
modes of transport to connecting 
cities, towns, and neighbourhoods 
together

Easy, effective and efÞcient public 
transportation

Smart transportation Network of high-quality  various 
modes of transport to connecting 
cities, towns, and neighbourhoods 
together Electric and hybrid cars and plenty of 

charging stations will reduce air and 
noise pollution

Smart transportation Network of high-quality  various 
modes of transport to connecting 
cities, towns, and neighbourhoods 
together

Well-designed cycling and motorbike 
infrastructure

Sustainability Minimal environmental impact of 
development and its operations to 
promote efÞciencies

City leaders recognise sustainability as 
a driver for innovation, creativity, and 
prosperity

Sustainability Minimal environmental impact of 
development and its operations to 
promote efÞciencies

Improve quality of life for citizens

Sustainability Minimal environmental impact of 
development and its operations to 
promote efÞciencies

Clean rivers, lakes, wetlands and 
aquatic systems

Sustainability Minimal environmental impact of 
development and its operations to 
promote efÞciencies

Access to fresh food and clean water

Sustainability Minimal environmental impact of 
development and its operations to 
promote efÞciencies

Engage citizens in sustainability – 
which leads to ownership and 
empowerment through education

Sustainability Minimal environmental impact of 
development and its operations to 
promote efÞciencies

Educational opportunities for 
(especially young) people to ensure a 
vibrant atmosphere
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